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We can suggest no substitute for metaphysical. Though we
have long known metaphysics for a blessed and mysterious word,
this is our first meeting with it in war or politics. The 'apparent
continuation', however, seems darkly to hint at the old question
between phenomena and real existence, so that perhaps we
actually are in metaphysics all the time.
In a word, M. Witte was always against all our aggressive measures
in the Far East. , . . M. Witte, who was always supported by Count
Lamsdorff, has no share in the responsibility of all that has transpired*
—Times, (happened)
As a synonym for become known,1 transpire is journalistic and
ugly, but may pass: as a synonym for happen, it is a bad blunder,
but not uncommon.
It was, of course, Mrs. Sedley's opinion that her son would demean
himself by a marriage with an artist's daughter.—thackeray.
The actors who raddle their faces and demean themselves on the
stage.—stevenson, (lower, degrade)
To demean oneself, with adverb of manner attached, is to be-
have in that manner. The other use has probably arisen by a
natural confusion with the adjective mean; one suspects that it
has crept into literature by being used in intentional parody of
vulgar speech, till it was forgotten that it was parody. But
perhaps when a word has been given full citizen rights by
Thackeray and Stevenson, it is too late to expel it.
'Oxoniensis* approaches them with courage, his thoughts are ex-
pressed in plain, unmistakable language, howbeit with the touch of a
master hand.—Daily Telegraph.
Albeit means though: howbeit always nevertheless, beginning
not a subordinate clause, but a principal sentence. A good ex-
ample of the danger attending ignorant archaism.
In a word, Count von Bulow, who took a very rosy view of the
agreement last year, now suddenly discovers that he was slighted, and
is indignant in the paulo-post future tense.—Times.
This jest would be pedantic in any case, since no one but
schoolmasters and schoolboys knows what the paulo-post-
1 As in the second quotation from The Times on p. 14.

